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European culture, as well as a multitude of mythical zoological names,
may be noted. The i5th century marks a halting space; the i6th
century gave us the full riches of Elizabethan English, and a notable
enrichment of Protestant Reformation words. The iyth century gives
Puritan and Royalist terms, and the beginning of scientific definition
and commercial vocabulary.
ANCIENT LANGUAGES
TN recent times artificial languages have been evolved to facilitate
1 international intercourse. They are all based on similar principles.
In both Ido and Esperanto the vocabulary is made up of the commonest
words in the chief civilized languages, and the rules of inflexion are,
as in English, of the simplest.
Basic English is an adaptation, by C. K. Ogden, the well-known
English psychologist and philologist, in which 850 words do the work
of some 20,000. Evolved between 1928 and 1931 and partly based on
the work of American language experts, its use is growing rapidly, not
only in the English-speaking countries.
WRITING   IN  NUMBERS
G. W. Leibniz, the great German philosopher, experimented with the
formation of a " logical ideal language," one of its features being the
representation of elementary notions by prime numbers, and of com-
bined notions by products of these numbers, so that combinations of
notions would resemble chemical formula. He also considered the
possibility of a simplified Latin in which there would be only adjectives
/and particles and two words for " be " and " thing," thus obviating the
necessity for inflexion.
Although a universal language has not yet corne about, a generally
used script and numbers may be paving the way for it. As Thomas
Carlyle said, writing is undoubtedly the most marvellous of all inven-
tions. Opr own Latin script has been adopted by the Turks, following
whicht tfie Russian People's Commissar for Education has advocated
its adoption. Japan, too, is now considering the same proposal.
GREATEST  ADMINISTRATIVE   LANGUAGES
In early antiquity there were already international and diplomatic
languages. Thus the prevailing language in the Near East from 2000 to
looo B.C. was the Semitic language of the Babylonians. The Pharaohs
of Egypt corresponded in it with foreign potentates, and it was
universally recognized in commerce. The discovery has been made in
Canaan of a number of commercial treaties inscribed on clay tablets in
the Baj^ylonjan ^ ^language. Trilingual tablets, dating from the
2nd century B.C., fiave been found in the archives of the Hittite kings
at Boghaz-Keui (Asia Mipor), inscribed with Sumerian, Akkadian, and
Hittite texjs